LONELY LITTLE SKIP

I was so interested in your reading "Phineas
Finn" that I ordered a copy myself. I have also
ordered DeQuincey's works, as I find we have not
got them at the White House.
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Poor Skip is a very, very lonely little dog with-
out his family. Each morning he comes up to
see me at breakfast time and during most of
breakfast (which I take in the hall just outside
my room) Skip stands with his little paws on my
lap. Then when I get through and sit down in
the rocking-chair to read for fifteen or twenty
minutes, Skip hops into my lap and stays there,
just bathing himself in the companionship of the
only one of his family he has left. The rest of the
day he spends with the ushers, as I am so fright-
fully busy that I am nowhere long enough for
Skip to have any real satisfaction in my com-
panionship. Poor Jack has never come home.
We may never know what became of him.
[155]